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IMPERIALISM,  THE  GLOBAL  CRISIS,  AND  THE  SYRIAN  REVOLUTION

The  global  capitalist  crisis  that  has  built  up  since  2007  can  only  be  
resolved  in  two  ways.    Either  the  rivalry  between  the  two  imperialist  
blocs  succeeds  in  resolving  the  crisis  by  means  of  depression  and  war,  
or  the  international  working  class  mobilizes  to  defeat  imperialism  and  
bring  about   a   socialist   revolution.     The   imperialists   are  engaged   in  
a  struggle  between  the  entrenched  and  declining  powers  bloc  led  by  
US  imperialism  and  the  emergent  Chinese/Russian  imperialist  bloc,  

from   the   proletarianized  masses   and   their   homelands.      The   global  
south  has  become  the  battleground  between  these  rival  blocs  at   the  

crisis   of   capitalism,  where   the   imperialist   forces   and   their   national  
agents  are  confronted  by  popular  resistance.    The  Arab  Revolution  that  

to   the  rule  of  capital  by   the  world’s  workers  who  refuse   to  pay  for  
the   imperialist   crisis   and  which   has   opened   the   road   to   permanent  
revolution.    The  revolutionary  war  in  Syria  has  been  the  vanguard  of  
the  Arab  Revolution  and  the  global  revolution  for  more  than  two  years.

The  initial  form  that  this  Arab  Revolution  has  taken  is  the  bourgeois  
democratic  revolution,  since  the  workers  in  the  Arab  countries  have  

imperialism  in  order  to  win  even  the  most  basic  bourgeois  democratic  
rights.    This  is  because  imperialism  requires  authoritarian  local  agents  

without  military  intervention  from  the  outside.    This  arrangement  has  
given  rise  to  many  variations  of  crony  capitalism,  hybrid  monarchic-­
capitalism,   “radical   nationalist”   capitalism,   and   variants   with  

leaves  and  their  stability  is  derived  from  their  ability  to  contain  the  
masses  and  please  the  bankers.

Today  this  predatory,  parasitic  imperialism,  targets  the  semi-­colonies,  
coming  at   them  from  two  fronts.     Either  established  crony  regimes  
continue   to  contain   the  masses  and  deliver  booty   to   the   (currently)  
dominant  imperialist  powers,  or  the  masses  upset  the  apple  cart  and  
chart  an  independent  course.    Right  away  of  course,  the  “out”  imperialist  
powers  contest  for  economic  hegemony  with  their  imperialist  rivals  for  
control  of  the  semi-­colonial  state,  even  as  they  face  a  revolutionary  
uprising.    Where  direct  military  re-­colonization  is  not  a  viable  option,  
the   “out”   imperialist   power   aims   for   “regime   change”   either   with  
behind-­the-­scenes  maneuvering  or  by  propelling  itself  on  the  back  of  

be  subordinated  to  imperialist  forces  is  the  point  in  contention.

the  working  class  to  assert  itself,  it  requires  its  party  and  program  to  

and  oppression.    While  the  two  imperialist  camps  and  theocrats  have  
the  resources  of  world  capital  and  two  oil  monarchies  behind  them,  the  
Syrian  masses  have  the  wind  of  the  international  crisis  of  capitalism  at  

of  the  Arab  Spring.    The  Syrian  revolution  is  the  most  advanced  part  of  
the  reawakening  of  the  Arab  national  revolution  that  started  as  the  Arab  
Spring  against  the  austerity  measures  imposed  by  national  bourgeois  
regimes  on  behalf  of  imperialism.

Given  it  is  the  product  of  the  repartition  of  global  markets  between  

FOR  PERMANENT  REVOLUTION  IN  SYRIA



2

the   two   imperialist   blocs   in   crisis,   the   Syrian  Revolution   threatens  
to   destabilize   the   status   quo   of   the  Middle   East   and   North  Africa  
(MENA)  and  has  Ban  Ki  Moon  sweating.    It  has  become  the  center  
of  the  struggle  between  the  rival  blocs  over  control  of  MENA.    While  
both  blocs  are  contesting  control  over  MENA  resources,  neither  wants  
a  successful  revolution.    A  victorious  Syrian  revolution  would  re-­ignite  
the  revolution  in  Palestine,  Egypt,  and  across  MENA.  After  more  than  
two  years  and  100,000  dead  there  is  no  sign  that  the  revolution  is  near  
defeat.  Quite  the  opposite.    Its  popular  support  has  grown  and  the  semi-­
fascist  regime  stays  in  power  only  because  of  Russian  arms  and  Iranian  

defeat  the  revolution  and  impose  its  crisis  with  impunity  that  the  armed  
struggle  in  Syria  proves  that  it  is  possible  for  the  masses  to  shift  the  
balance  of  forces  against  all  the  odds  with  only  AK47s  and  homemade  
mortars  and  rockets.  

Obviously  not  supplied  from  the  USA  arsenal!

The   potential   of   the   Syrian   revolutionary   war   to   ‘destabilize’   the  

fear  of  revolution  is  driving  the  two  blocs  to  negotiate  a  ‘peace’  to  keep  
a  lid  on  the  revolution.    Turkey  has  played  a  role  of  passive  support  
for  the  revolution,  in  line  with  NATO,  to  pressure  Assad  to  step  down  
and  negotiate  a  solution.    The  Muslim  Brotherhood  regime  in  Egypt  
has  been  forced  by  popular  pressure  to  break  with  Assad.    This  regime  
has  to  deploy  the  army  to  keep  control,  opening  up  divisions  between  
the  ranks  and  the  general  staff.    The  Palestinian  masses  in  the  camps  

of  Israel  shows  that  it  fears  both  the  Syrian  revolution  and  the  further  
arming  of  Hezbollah,  destabilizing  its  borders.     The  intervention  of  
Hezbollah   is   a  desperate  measure   to  defend   the  Assad   regime.  But  
despite  setbacks  and  lack  of  arms,  none  of  these  attempts  to  contain  

Nor  will  
attempts  to  divide  and  rule  the  popular  revolutionary  forces.  

The  Kurdish  national  struggle  intersects  with  that  of  the  anti-­Assad  
forces   on   one   side   and   confounds   imperialism   with   multiple   new  

liberation  collides  with  full  force  against  the  Sunni  theocrats’  dream  of  

political   pressures   upon   all   the   political   tendencies   supporting   the  
Palestinians.      And   we   can   hope   that   this   crucible   will   produce   a  
revolutionary   program   and   party   of   the   Palestinian   working   class.    
The  Palestinians  now  have  hope  they  can  bury  their  butchers,  Zionism  

and  Assad!    Thus  the  Syrian  Revolution  is  both  the  vanguard  of  the  
battle  of  the  oppressed  against  all  imperialisms  and  all  their  servants.    
And  the  Syrian  Revolution  more  and  more  consciously  becomes  the  
oppresseds’  champion.  

A  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR

The   war   in   Syria   today   poses   deep   theoretical   questions   for   the  
revolutionary  movement.      What  is  the  role  of  the  left  and  the  workers  
organizations   when   a   popular   movement   rises   up   to   confront   and  
challenge  the  state?    Today  hundreds  of  thousands  take  to  the  streets  

social-­democratic  PT  (Workers  Party).    At  the  same  time  the  protest  

uprising.F1F    We  look  not  only  at  the  class  composition  of  the  masses  in  
the  streets  and  their  demands  and  forms  of  self–organization,  but  at  
the  class  character  of  the  state  and  the  relationship  of  the  state  and  the  
nation  to  imperialism.

The  post  WWII  ascent  to  power  of  the  national  liberation  movements  in  
the  semi-­colonies,  guided  as  they  were  by  nationalist  anti-­imperialists,  

rhetoric,   initiated   State   Owned   Enterprises,   formed   a   strong   state  
repressive  apparatus,  tied  the  trade  unions  to  the  state  and  established  
strong   relations  with   the  USSR.     But   it   did  not   abolish   capitalism,  

Rather,   for   forty  years   the   al-­Assad   family  has   ruled   autocratically  

(SCP).    Thus  the  state  is  characterized  as  semi-­fascist  semi-­colonial.    
As  a  semi-­colony,  however,  Syria  is  an  oppressed  nation  in  relation  to  
imperialism.

A  comprador  class  of  capitalists  mediates  between  the  demands  and  

from  decades  of  post  WWII  capitalist  development  that  the  Ba’athists  
have   managed   to   create   an   indebted   layer   of   capitalists   and   petty  
capitalists,  functionaries,  military,  etc.,  to  which  the  SCP  has  wedded  
itself   for  a   foothold   in   the   trade  union  movement  and   limited  seats  

in  Brazil  the  program  of  the  workers  movement  must  be  for  the  defeat  
of  the  capitalist  government,  for  the  formation  of  organs  of  workers  
self-­rule,  and  construction  of  a  workers  state  and  government.  

While  no  one  will  deny  the  popular  nature  of  the  uprisings  in  Brazil  
and  Turkey,  for  some  reason  the  popular  uprising  in  Syria,  we  are  told  
by  every  sectarian,   is   subordinated   to  both  Western   imperialist   and  
theocratic  forces;;   the  Syrian  people   themselves  are  merely  pawns  -­  

of  authoritarian  semi-­fascist  crony  capitalist  rule,  the  people,  we  are  to  
believe,  are  so  easily  swayed  by  the  salvation  offered  either  by  “secular  
western  democracy”  or  “14th  century  Islamic  theocracy,”  that  they  are  

1    Or  in  the  words  of  Cuban  Assad  apologists,  a  “media  bubble.”
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incapable  of  creating  their  own  popular  organizations  on  the  ground,  

nor  the  promises  of  Islamist  theocracy,  but  only  to  the  crushing  weight  
of  the  crisis  of  capitalism,  as  imposed  by  the  Ba’athist  turn  to  neo-­
liberalism  and  the  tug  of  war  over  resources  and  strategic  positioning  
between  US  imperialism  and  emergent  Chinese  imperialism  and  their  
respective  blocs.  

popular  or  workers  democracy  emerge  victorious  and  thus  they  seek  a  
new  more  reliable  agent  from  among  of  the  sectors  of  the  comprador  

among   the   Transitional   National   Council   (TNC)   as   they   do   today  
among  the  Syrian  National  Council  (SNC),  Syrian  Military  Command  

new   comprador   over   the   organizational   clout   of   the   thousand   plus  

street   is  not  a   reliable  ally  of   imperialism;;   that   they  are  not  getting  
the  anti-­aircraft  and  anti-­tank  weapons  they  need  is  testament  to  the  

imperialists  do  not  want  to  arm  the  populace  and  that  is  what  the  rebel  
forces  are.    Every  bit  of  the  imperialist  “military  aid  pledged”  so  far  
(end  of  June  2013)  turns  out  to  be  non-­lethal.    This  does  not  surprise  us.

st   that   they  had  begun  to  receive  
weapons  that  would  prove  decisive  overstates  the  case  and  conceals  the  
fact  that  whatever  these  weapons  may  be,  they  are  not  numerous  and  

these  armaments  will  ingratiate  a  capitalist  layer  of  the  opposition  to  
western  imperialism;;  no  doubt  that  scenario  has  and  will  play  out  every  
time  the  masses  in  the  semi-­colonies  attempt  to  self-­assert  against  a  
despot.     The  task  of  the  revolutionary  worker  is  not  to  abandon  the  
revolution  but  to  champion  the  organization  of  the  only  force  which  can  
defeat  imperialist  intervention,  the  force  of  the  workers  councils  and  
workers  militia  united  in  tactical  alliance  with  popular  militia  to  depose  

and  foremost  imperialist  military  intervention  and  consequently  and  

that  the  revolution  not  stop  at  the  imperialist-­drawn  borders,  that  the  
revolution  unite   the  working  masses  of   the  Middle  East   and  North  
Africa  (MENA),  complete  the  tasks  of  the  Arab  national  revolution  
through  the  agency  of  the  working  class,  who  will  require  more  of  the  
revolution  than  the  national  democratic  revolution  can  achieve,  thus  
pushing  the  revolution  on  to  the  social  tasks.    Only  when  the  social  
tasks  of  the  revolution  are  united  with  the  national  tasks  can  the  latter  
be  achieved  because  it  is  the  social  revolution  alone,  led  by  the  working  
class,  which  has  no  material  interest  in  maintaining  amiable  economic  
relations  with  imperialism.

While   the  West   balked   at   arming   the  opposition   for   two  years   and  
still   does(!),   the  Chinese/Russian   emergent   imperialist   bloc  had  no  
hesitation   in   arming   al-­Assad.      Zionist   bomber   sorties   over   Syria  

for   repetition  of   the   imperialist  bombing  of  Panama,  Belgrade,  and  

Goldberg   reported   that   Secretary   of   State   Kerry   advocates   an   air  
campaign   against   al-­Assad.      So   the  west   temporizes,  weighing   the  

the  people  with  weapons  they  will  most  certainly  turn  against  Zionism  

and  imperialism.    Thus  the  McCain  and  Kerry  options  gain  buzz  inside  
the  beltway  and  among  media  spin  doctors.  

technique,  we  tell   the  masses   to  seize  the  necessary  arms  wherever  
and  however  they  can;;  even  if  this  involves  political  subterfuge  and  
the  confusion  of  sectarians  in  the  USA.    Trotsky’s  article   HU

Think”UH   ,D1D

for  imperialism’s  purposes,  was  reprinted  by  our  editorial  board  here  
(HUredraveUH).    We  recall  that  the  most  dangerous  piece  of  armament  that  

own  purposes.

Learn  to  Think  -­  Leon  Trotsky  

(May  1938)

  

“Let  us  assume  that  rebellion  breaks  
out  tomorrow  in  the  French  colony  of  
Algeria  under  the  banner  of  national  
independence  and  that  the  Italian  
government,  motivated  by  its  own  
imperialist  interests,  prepares  to  send  
weapons  to  the  rebels.  What  should  

the  attitude  of  the  Italian  workers  be  in  this  case?  I  have  
purposely  taken  an  example  of  rebellion  against  a  democratic  
imperialism  with  intervention  on  the  side  of  the  rebels  from  
a  fascist  imperialism.  Should  the  Italian  workers  prevent  the  
shipping  of  arms  to  the  Algerians?  Let  any  ultra-­leftists  dare  

together  with  the  Italian  workers  and  the  rebellious  Algeri-­

general  maritime  strike  broke  out  in  fascist  Italy  at  the  same  
time,  even  in  this  case  the  strikers  should  make  an  exception  
in  favor  of  those  ships  carrying  aid  to  the  colonial  slaves  in  
revolt;;  otherwise  they  would  be  no  more  than  wretched  trade  
unionists  –  not  proletarian  revolutionists.
  
   At  the  same  time,  the  French  maritime  workers,  even  
though  not  faced  with  any  strike  whatsoever,  would  be  com-­
pelled  to  exert  every  effort  to  block  the  shipment  of  ammuni-­
tion  intended  for  use  against  the  rebels.  Only  such  a  policy  
on  the  part  of  the  Italian  and  French  workers  constitutes  the  
policy  of  revolutionary  internationalism.
  
   Does  this  not  signify,  however,  that  the  Italian  workers  
moderate  their  struggle  in  this  case  against  the  fascist  regime?  
Not  in  the  slightest.  Fascism  renders  “aid”  to  the  Algerians  
only  in  order  to  weaken  its  enemy,  France,  and  to  lay  its  rapa-­
cious  hand  on  her  colonies.  The  revolutionary  Italian  work-­
ers  do  not  forget  this  for  a  single  moment.  They  call  upon  the  
Algerians  not  to  trust  their  treacherous  “ally”  and  at  the  same  
time  continue  their  own  irreconcilable  struggle  against  fas-­
cism,  “the  main  enemy  in  their  own  country”.  Only  in  this  way  

and  strengthen  their  own  revolutionary  position.”

http://redrave.blogspot.com/2011/09/leon-trotsky-learn-to-think.html
http://redrave.blogspot.com/2011/09/leon-trotsky-learn-to-think.html
http://redrave.blogspot.com/2011/09/leon-trotsky-learn-to-think.html
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overt,  are  designed  to  assure  an  outcome  favorable  to  the  imperialists  and  
crush  the  popular  movement  and  must  be  opposed.    Opposition  to  and  
defeat  of  imperialist  forces  is  the  primary  obligation  of  revolutionary  

war  on  two  fronts.    Indeed,  secular  militias  and  revolutionaries  have  
already  had  skirmishes  with  Islamists  over  the  administration  of  the  
liberated  zones.    We  say:  always  against  imperialism(s)  but  never  for  
Assad!     Always  against  Assad  but  never  with   imperialism!  Always  
against  Assad   and   Imperialism  but   never   for   al-­Nusra   or   al-­Qaida!    

national  and  international  and  hence  for  a  socialist  federation  of  the  
Middle  East!

Most  left  groups  who  either  defend  Assad  or  take  no  side  in  the  war  
oppose  US  military  intervention  and  will  to  varying  degrees  organize  
in  the  West  to  defend  Syria  from  direct  attack.    Short  of  military  attack  
they  oppose  the  sending  of  arms  to  the  opposition  as  the  opposition  is,  

and  national  Trotskyism  blinds  them  to  the  role  of  the  working  class  in  
leading  the  popular  masses  to  defeat  the  capitalist  forces  of  the  counter-­
revolution,   the   theocratic  reaction  and  imperialisms  arrayed  against  
the  masses  from  all  sides.    Because  two  imperialist  blocs  have  their  
plans  and  the  crony  capitalists  of  Syria  have  their  plan,  these  are  no  
reasons  to  abandon  the  popular  uprising!

An  interesting  and  very  well  done  summary  of  the  Syrian  situation  as  
a  whole  was  written  by  the  RCIT  and  can  be  found  HUhereUHD

2
D:

“Imperialist  propaganda  seeks   to  present  a  picture  of  hopelessness  
in  Syria  and  to  present  the  only  alternatives  available  to  the  Syrian  
masses  as  being  support  for  one  of  the  following:

*  the  Syrian  pro-­imperialists  who  are  demanding  a  massive  military  
intervention  by  the  West;;
*  or  the  forces  controlled  by  Islamist  reactionaries.
The  revolutionary  position  is  unequivocal:  no  political  support  for  
either  pro-­imperialists  or  Islamists.    Instead  we  call  for  the  masses  
of  the  Syrian  people  to  stand  united  in  a  military  front  against  the  
Assad  regime  together  with  all  those  who  are  currently  struggling  
against  him.

  
Defeats  for  the  Syrian  Revolution

  
As  these  lines  are  being  written,  the  Syrian  army  has  launched  a  new  
offensive  named  “Northern  Storm”  which  aims  to  take  back  complete  
control  of  the  city  of  Aleppo  and  its  environs.  According  to  reports,  

helped  Assad  to  regain  control  of  the  strategic  city  Qusayr.

Currently,  most  of  Aleppo  is  held  by  the  rebels,  while  only  a  few  areas  
remain  under  the  control  of  the  Syrian  army.  After  taking  control  of  
Aleppo,  the  rebels  have  been  trying  to  establish  a  buffer  zone  up  to  
the  Turkish  border  to  help  them  move  their  forces  and  equipment.  If  
the  Syrian  army  manages  to  retake  Aleppo,  this  would  be  a  serious  
setback  for  the  rebels  who,  in  any  case,  suffer  from  a  lack  of  weapons  

considered  in  the  West,  particularly  in  the  UK.  Until  now,  no  Western  
imperialist  power  has  sent  weapons  to  the  rebels.  Those  reactionary  
Arab  regimes,  like  Qatar  and  Saudi  Arabia,  who  have  and  continue  

to  send  arms  to  rebel  forces,  are  supplying  them  to  Islamists,  whose  
sectarian   politics   greatly   impede   a   successful   struggle   against   the  
Syrian  army.

At  the  same  time,  the  Assad  regime  receives  massive  military  support  
particularly  from  imperialist  Russia  but  also  from  imperialist  China  
and  the  reactionary  Islamist  regime  in  Iran.

Revolution:   Unless   the   working   class   assumes   leadership   of   the  
Syrian  masses   in  revolt,   the  revolution  cannot  be  won.  The  current  
petty  bourgeois  rebel  leaderships,  with  no  program,  strategy  or  tactics,  
are  obviously  unable  to  mobilize  the  whole  working  class  and  peasants  

dictatorship.  But  without  such  a  broad  mobilization  and  organization  
in  popular  councils  and  militias,  it  is  impossible  to  defeat  the  Assad  
regime   and   replace   it   with   a   truly   popular,   workers’   and   peasants  
government.  To  achieve  this,  the  working  class  needs  a  revolutionary  
leadership,  i.e.  a  revolutionary  party.
  
The  difference  between  political  and  military  support

  
Here   it   is   important   to   clarify   and   emphasize   the   difference  

against  the  Assad  regime:  Political  support  means  taking  the  position  
that   the   establishment   of   a   pro-­imperialist   or   Islamic   government  

struggle.  By  contrast,  military  support  means  attempting  to  achieve  

Syrian  army,  without  ceasing  a  political  struggle  against  the  various  
rebel  leaderships,  the  goal  being  the  taking  of  power  by  the  working  
class,  and  not  the  bourgeoisie  or  petty  bourgeoisie.

We  want  to  bring  down  Assad,  but  do  not  want  a  pro-­imperialist  or  
Islamist  regime  in  his  place.  Anyone  who  knows  history  knows  that  
this  was  the  line  taken  by  the  Bolsheviks  in  1917,  when  they  formed  
a  joint  military  front  with  the  Kerensky  government  against  the  revolt  
led  by  Kornilov,  without  giving  any  political  support  to  the  Kerensky  
government.  Immediately  after  revolutionary  forces  defeated  Kornilov,  
the  Bolsheviks  toppled  the  regime  of  Kerensky  and  his  pro-­imperialist  
partners  in  the  October  Revolution.
  
Western  or  Israeli  imperialist  attack

  
If   the   Western   imperialists,   including   Israel,   attack   Assad’s   Syria,  

and   the   other   against   imperialism.   How   many   forces   should   be  
dedicated  to  each  front  will  depend  on  who  is  the  more  dangerous  of  

imperialist  invasion  and  cease  hostilities  against  the  rebels,  the  latter  
can  consider  forming  a  military  front  with  the  Syrian  regime  against  
Imperialism.  It  is  not  a  question  of  Assad’s  being  the  “bad  guy”  and  the  
rebel  leaderships  being  the  “good  guys”  or  vice  versa.  Rather,  what  is  
vital  at  any  given  moment  is  to  analyze  the  actual  power  relations  and  
to  act  consistent  with  the  derived  conclusions.”
  

http://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/syria-after-defeat-in-qusayr
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CLASS  CHARACTER  OF  THE  SYRIAN  UPRISING

Every   war   has   a   class   character   and   the   Syrian   cataclysm   is   no  

a  “progressive  anti-­imperialist  bloc”  manifested  today  in  Syria  as  a  

imperialist-­sponsored  uprising  which  has  sustained  itself  for  over  two  
years,  liberated  whole  areas  and  cities,  and  which  has  given  birth  to  
over  a  thousand  separate  militias  fueled  in  the  main  by  the  Syrian  street.

We  watched  the  protest  movement  became  a  popular  revolution,   in  
which  all  anti-­Assad  forces  contribute  and  compete  for  leadership.    We  

class  has  a  side  and  that  side  is  with  the  revolution  against  the  semi-­
fascist  Assad  and  with  the  nation  against  imperialist  intervention,  and  
with   the  Kurds   against   national   oppression   and   in   support   of   self-­

for  class  independence  in  matters  of  political  alliances  and  formations  

Syria  Freedom  Forever  website

given   the   potential   heavy   penalties   and   repression   of   any   activity  
deemed  to  be  critical  of  the  government.    All  this  changed  with  the  
Arab  Spring  and  especially  the  victories  of  the  masses  over  Mubarak  

been  decided  and  continues  apace.    In  this  circumstance,  the  Syrian  

the  victory  of  the  MENA  workers  in  their  democratic  revolution  is  not  
assured  unless  they  can  break  out  onto  the  socialist  revolutionary  road,  

their  own.    The  workers  chose  their  side.  

their  side  and  it  was  the  side  of  the  revolution.    The  workers  did  not  

bureaucratic  and  state-­integrated  leaderships.F2F    Indeed,  in  spite  of  their  

obligated  to  accentuate  the  class  dynamic,  and  do  everything,  as  the  
Transitional  Program  says,  to  elevate  the  general  level  of  militancy  of  
the  working  class  and  to  encourage  it  to  take  all  power  and  advance  

we  have   taken  a  side  and   it   is   their  side.      In   this   treatment  we  will  

disparage  the  spontaneously  organized  democratic  organs  of  the  base  
of  the  masses’  revolution,  and  adapt  to  alien  class  pressures  in  the  form  
of  Stalinist,  stagists’  theoretical  schemas.  

According  to  HUrefworldUHD

3

erupting   in  March.  The  situation  quickly  developed   into  a  national  
uprising,   with   protesters   demanding   the   government   of   President  
Bashar  al-­Assad  and  the  ruling  Ba’athist  Party  step  down…However  

and  which  formed  a  major  part  of  the  protests  against  the  repression  
of  fundamental  rights  and  the  lack  of  decent  jobs  and  prospects  for  the  
future.  Opposition  protestors  called  nationwide  general  strikes  for  18  

repression  were  met  with  violence,  injury  and  often  killings.”

Out  of  the  protests  came  the  repression  then  the  general  strikes  and  
more  repression.    The  historic  response  of  the  masses  to  an  oppressive  
state  which  allows  no  means  of  redress  is  that  the  people  form  their  

  HU
UH.D4D    They  are  the  revolutionary  component  of  the  uprising,  they  

emerge   directly   from   the   Syrian   streets-­from   the   masses   and   they  
are  the  product  of  the  general  strikes.    They  are  the  people  organized  

class   organs   but   they   have   been   formed   by   the   revolution   of   the  

ludicrous.      As  reported  by  the  HUMcClatchy  PapersUH  D5D  on  June  22nd  2013  

HU(State  
UH.D6

On   June   24th   the   HUSyria   freedom   forever   blogUHD

7
D

revolution:    

“The  objectives  in  the  recent  shipment  of  weapons,  relatively  small  
still,  is  by  no  means  to  allow  the  victory  of  the  Syrian  revolution  but  to  
move  toward  a  balance  of  power,  which  is  far  from  being  achieved  and  
guarantied  actually  given  the  massive  aid  provided  by  Iran  and  Russia  
to  the  criminal  regime  of  Assad  but  just  to  allow  the  revolutionaries  to  
survive  and  push  them  to  accept  an  agreement  with  the  regime.”

2       

(GFTU)  has  not  been  involved  in  the  recent  strikes  but  has  followed  the  of-­

http://www.refworld.org/docid/4fd8892221.html
http://www.syriafreedomforever.wordpress.com/
http://www.syriafreedomforever.wordpress.com/
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/06/19/194394/us-slow-to-deliver-promised-aid.html
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/06/19/194394/us-slow-to-deliver-promised-aid.html
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2013/06/19/194394/us-slow-to-deliver-promised-aid.html
http://syriafreedomforever.wordpress.com/2013/06/24/syria-arms-to-go-to-geneva-not-for-victory/
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4fd8892221.html
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The  revolutionaries  at   HU UHD D  see  right  through  the  
fakery,  hypocrisy  and  ineffectuality  of  the  conditions  imperialism  seeks  

and  counter  them  by  charting  a  course  for  democratic  revolution-­self  
organization  of  the  masses-­against  Assad,  imperialism,  opportunists  
and  Islamist  theocrats  who  seek  to  usurp  the  revolution.  

  “The  G8  countries  (USA,  Russia,  Canada,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  

to   “undertake   a   joint   commitment”   at   the   future   peace   conference  
in  Geneva  “to  destroy  and  drive  out  of  Syria  all  organizations  and  

involved  in  terrorism.”    The  only  way  to  stop  the  terrorism  and  the  
use   of   sectarianism   by   both   the   Syrian   regime   and   groups   linked  
to  al  Qaeda  is   the  continuation  of   the  revolution  until   the  downfall  
of  the  regime  and  the  victory  of  the  masses  for  the  objectives  of  the  

The  only  way  to  defeat  these  

evils  is  the  empowerment  and  the  self-­organization  of  the  popular  

classes  and  not  agreements  made  by  imperialist  powers,  the  criminal  

regime,  and  an  opportunist  section  of  the  Syrian  opposition  at  the  

expense  of  the  revolutionary  masses.    It  is  in  the  liberated  regions  of  

Syria,  which  got  rid  of  the  regime,  that  we  have  seen  growing  and  

increasing  opposition   to  Jabhat  al  Nusra  and  similar   reactionary  

groups.(emphasis  ours  ed.)  It  is  not  to  say  that  this  is  a  mechanical  
phenomenon,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  overthrow  of  the  regime  and  the  
strengthening  of  self-­organizations  of   the  masses   is   the  best  way  to  
build  a   society  based  on   freedom  and  dignity  and   that   can  oppose  
reactionary  and  authoritarian  groups.”

One  wonders  what  is  at  the  material  root  of  the  chauvinism,  orientalism  

dismiss   the   ability   of   the   masses   to   guide   the   revolution   once   it  
defeats  Assad  to  continue  to  the  complete  defeat  of  the  opportunists,  
Islamists  and  imperialists.    We  see  that  there  is  a  layer  of  leftists,  “fake  
socialists,”  whose   orientation   to   the   labor   aristocracy   has   distorted  
their  perspective  with  the  pragmatism  of  the  labor  aristocrat,  who  for  

which  is,  that  the  workers  themselves  are  incapable  of  self-­rule  or  of  
winning  their  revolution.    We  have  nothing  in  common  with  people  
who   think   this  way   and   call   for   the   complete   defeat   of   such   labor  
lieutenants  of  capital.

THE  SYRIAN  OBJECTIVE  CONDITIONS  

forces   advance  or   hinder   the   advance  of   the  workers   prospects   for  
socialism.    To  understand  where  Syria  is  today  a  brief  background  is  
required.  

HUstudy UHD

9
D  centered  on  

the  development  of  the  industrial  center  in  Aleppo  in  the  1930’s.    Syria  

of  which   grew   a   native   industrial   capitalist   class   and   an   industrial  

and  competed  against  regional  capital  rather  than  European.    These  
classes  displayed  many  features  similar  to  those  which  developed  in  

the  West  between  50  and  75  years  earlier.    The  workers  organizations  

of  workers  and  owners  and  eventually  to  the  formation  of  industrial  

and  forth  from  industrial  worker  to  artisan/small  shop  or  factory  owner.

HU UH  D10Dprovides  useful  
background:  

diverse.  Agriculture,  which  employs  roughly  half  the  rural  population,  

beautiful,  ancient  cities  and  seaside  towns.  While  it  has  never  been  a  
major  global  player  in  manufacturing,  Syria  has  a  modest  industrial  
sector  that  churns  out  clothes,  packaged  foods,  beverages  and,  lately,  
inexpensive  cars.  Lastly,  the  country  has  major  phosphate  deposits,  a  
mineral  that’s  in  increasing  demand  as  a  fertilizer.

intended   to   centralize   control   of   the   economy….But   it   didn’t  work.  
The  Alawite  ethnic  and  religious  minority,  which  eventually  assumed  
leadership  of  the  party,  was  made  up  of  poorly  educated  people  from  
mountain  villages  who  “knew  nothing  about  running  a  country  or  an  

professor  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma.  The  Alawites,  he  notes,  had  
been  given  a  role  by  the  French  colonial  government  in  the  military  
precisely  because  they  had  few  ties  to  the  majority  Sunnis  in  the  big  
cities:  “They  were  very  unsophisticated,  and  they  didn’t  have  a  deep  
community  of  cosmopolitan  people  from  which  to  draw.”

So  Hafez  al-­Assad,  father  of  the  current  president,  allowed  a  handful  of  
wealthy  Sunni  and  Christian  businesspeople  to  continue  running  their  
own  factories,  shops  and  restaurants.  His  son,  Bashar,  came  to  power  

with  no  regime  connections  to  start  their  own  businesses  (as  long  as  
they  gave  the  government  a  cut).

There’s   even   a  modest   stock  market   now,   the  Damascus   Securities  

This  entrepreneurial  openness  in  the  cities,  however,  coincided  with  a  
multiyear  drought,  which  has  made  the  miserable  conditions  of  Syria’s  

moved  to  crowded  suburban  slums  or  to  poorer,  second-­tier  cities.  The  
uprisings  began  in  these  areas,  and  they’re  where  most  of  the  violence  
is  today.

And  even  though  the  urban  elite  may  not  like  the  Assad  regime,  and  
even   though   they  realize   that   life  would  be  better   in  a  country   that  

neighboring  Lebanon,  they’re  afraid  of  what  their  lives  would  look  like  
in  a  revolution’s  chaotic  aftermath.”

The  crisis  of  capitalism,  the  neo-­liberal  program  of  the  Ba’athists  and  

http://syriafreedomforever.wordpress.com/2013/06/24/syria-arms-to-go-to-geneva-not-for-victory/
http://books.openedition.org/ifpo/3194?nomobile=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/27/magazine/the-syria-paradox.html?_r=0
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writing  on  HUThe  Political  Economy  of  Syria:  Realities  and  ChallengesUHD
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compete.    The  public  sector  is  the  largest  employer  and  in  2010  the  
government  pursued  a  policy  of  creating  public-­private  partnerships.    

government’s   plans   to   reform   the   public   sector   include   converting  
state-­owned   enterprises   into   corporate-­like   companies   with  
independent  budgets,  something  that  could  potentially  relieve  public  

summer  of  2010,  fewer  than  10  percent  of  the  260  public  enterprises  

business  moguls  in  the  country,  whose  empire  was  built  on  connections  

been  shared  equitably  among  the  people.    Oil  production  is  peaking  or  

between  2005  and  2010;;  water  access  per  person  was  below  the  global  
scarcity  mark  by  2/3rds,  drought  affected  2-­3  million,  driving  many  off  
the  land  and  into  the  cities  and  villages  and  into  poverty.    

HUSadiq  Jalal  
Al-­Azm,UHD12D

revolution:

“…for  example,  looks  quiet,  normal,  and  monotonous  on  the  surface,  
however,  you  could  feel  and  be  certain  that  volcanic  lava  was  brewing  
underneath,  which  everyone  was  trying  to  ignore  as  much  as  possible,  
in  the  hope  that  it  will  remain  below  the  surface  for  as  long  as  possible  

erupted,   it   broke   this   contradiction   between   the   quiet,   normal  
appearance  on  the  surface  that  was  a  falsity,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  
real  volcano  that  was  brewing  underneath  on  the  other.”

STALINIST  TRADE  UNIONS

with  Egypt,  strict  Egyptian  laws  afforded  workers  sick  leave  and  notice  
prior  to  layoffs,  while  banning  strikes  and  mandating  a  single  labor  
organization  connected  to  the  ruling  party.    When  in  1963  the  Ba’athists  
took  control  of  the  union  federation,  purges  assured  party  control.    The  

not  as   independent  organizations  working  for  workers’  welfare  and  
rights,  but   as  popular  organizations,  mobilizing  people   for  national  
tasks.”      The   law   set   up   Stalinist-­inspired   “Workers’   Production  

independent  unions  were  made  illegal.    Those  unions  sanctioned  by  the  

control,  the  unions  functioned  to  transmit  complaints  and  pressure  in  a  
strictly  economist  manner  as  regards  local  conditions.    When  workers  

conceded   on   wages   but   then   cracked   down   on   communist   Printer  
Union  leader  Omar  Qashash  and  other  dissidents  in  retaliation.    [HUJames  
Paul  Human  Rights  in  Syria UH]D

13
D    Subsequent  independently-­led  strike  

waves  were  shut  down  and  militants  were  brutally  repressed.    There  

would  be  no  room  for  independent  working  class  economic  or  political  
action  outside  the  control  of  the  ruling  party.

the  Ba’ath  Party  and  the  Arab  Socialist  Union  to  form  the  Progressive  

loyal  and  subservient  “opposition.”

The  UK  HUSWP  reportsUHD

14
D  an  article  published  in  the  SCP  Weekly  which  

done  detailed  studies  about  the  direction  of  the  economic  process  and  
the  damages  it  has  caused,  but  they  did  not  resort  to  labor  strikes  or  
other  forms  of  protest.  They  have  done  so  based  on  the  principle  of  
“political  unionism,”  which  avoids  the  struggle  of  the  working  class  
and  its  positive  resistance  against  its  exploiters.  This  has  reinforced  
the  power  of  the  owners  and  capitalists,  who  have  found  in  the  current  
laws  and  the  current  operating  principles  a  barrier  which  prevents  the  
working  class  from  exercising  its  legitimate  rights.”

Ba’ath  Party,  may  oppose  this  barrier  to  the  class  struggle  rhetorically,  

The  SCP,  not  so  much   to  distance   itself   from  the  Ba’athists,  but   to  
display  some  semblance  of  purpose,  point  to  the  neo-­liberalism  of  the  
al-­Assad  years  as  a  mistake  and  source  of  economic  pressure.    But  these  
are  reformist  “communists,”  with  their  quarter  of  a  million  members  
they  serve  the  Ba’ath  Party  as  a  left  cover  to  contain  the  workers  and  

from  their  seats  in  the  popular  front  government  and  in  the  trade  union  
movement.

been  living  under  “State  of  Emergency”  since  1963.    With  the  pressure  
on  from  the  Arab  Spring,  the  pressure  cooker  of  political  repression,  the  

of  the  Palestinians  and  Golan,  compounded  by  a  devastating  drought,  

“State  of  Emergency”  in  April.    The  missing  element  for  a  successful  
uprising  was  a  revolutionary  workers  leadership  organized  in  its  party.    
The  ¼  million  strong  Communist  Party,  committed  to  the  “Progressive  

the  capitalist  Ba’athist   regime.     Today  Syria  pays   the  price   for   this  
betrayal,  a  betrayal  based  in  the  Stalinist  retreat  from  Bolshevism  to  the  
two-­stage  theory  of  revolution  which  elevated  the  “anti-­imperialist”  
content  of   the  semi-­colonial  bourgeoisies’   self-­determination  above  

Arab  national  revolution.  

NO  THIS  IS  NOT  A  SECTARIAN  CIVIL  WAR,  THIS  IS  THE  FLASH  POINT  OF  THE  
INTERNATIONAL  CLASS  WAR!

HUJohn  Wuthnow UH,D15D  a  China  analyst  writes   that   in  2011  China  ranked  

heavy   machinery….”      The   China   National   Petroleum   Corporation  

http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/political-economy-syria?print
http://therepublicgs.net/2013/04/27/interview-with-dr-sadiq/
http://therepublicgs.net/2013/04/27/interview-with-dr-sadiq/
http://socialistworker.org/2011/11/03/stalemate-in-syria
http://www.nationalinterst.org/commentary/why-china-would-intervene-syria-7197
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put  on  Syria  in  2011  China  stepped  up  its  crude  purchases  to  offset  the  
losses….”  

HU UHD

16
D  

Council  sanction  resolutions.

At  the  June  13th

to  Assad?    But  behind  arms  is  the  money.    China  does  this  to  protect  
investment   because   China   and   Russia   are   partners   in   the   Shanghi  
Cooperation  Organization  (SCO),  and  while  China  is  reluctant  to  take  
Iran  into  the  SCO  Russia  wants  Iran  in  it  as  a  full  member.    China  is  
the  force  that  could  make  Geneva  2  take  place,  but  there  is  no  evidence  
that  they  want  to  do  this.

and   the   IBT).F3F

Syrian  Street  and  al-­Assad   the  workers  have  no  side.     They  equate  
the  rebellion  and  the  street  militias  directly  with  the  mouthpieces  of  

sitting  out  the  war  in  air-­conditioned  hotel  rooms,  begging  for  funds  
and  promising  that  which  they  do  not  have  to  the  imperialists.    But  the  
revolution  does  not  depend  on  these  sects’  wishes  or  commandments,  
the  revolution  does  not  ask  the  workers   if   they  are  ready  or   if   they  
want  to  sit  this  one  out  until  after  the  intermission!    The  revolution  and  
counter-­revolution  arrive  delivered  on   the  back  of   the   international  
crisis  of  capitalism!    And  if  the  workers  are  not  prepared,  do  not  have  
their   revolutionary  party   and   their   defense  organizations   ready,   the  
counter-­revolution  spares  no  powder  and  yields  no  breathing  space.    
They  know  their  history  and  act  as  their  class  and  imperialism  dictates!    
The   intersection   of   declining   US/European   imperialism   and   the  
emergent  Russian/Chinese  imperialist  bloc  forces  the  Syrian  masses  

being  an  inter-­imperialist  war  to  re-­divide  the  world’s  resources  and  a  
war  of  both  imperialist  blocs  against  the  proletarian  revolution,  which  

regimes.

HUSadiq  Jalal  Al-­Azm,UHD17D

“Whereas  the  smaller  bloc  of  the  left  has  hardened  its  old  positions,  
as  if  nothing  happened  after  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  and  with  time  
its  attitudes  and  methods  became  of   the  same  nature  as   that  of   the  

capitalism   (a   global   capitalism   that   Russia   and   China   are   now   a  
part  of)  and  imperialism.  This  bloc  from  the  left,  in  the  Arab  world  
and  internationally,  is  today  the  most  hostile  to  the  Syrian  revolution  
and  the  closest  to  defending  the  tyrannical  military-­security-­familial  
regime  using  several  arguments,  not  least  of  which  is  that  the  entire  
world   plotted,   apparently,   against   this   regime   that   is   peace-­loving  
and   stable.   This   type   of   leftist   emphasizes   “the   game   of   nations”  
and  “geopolitical  analysis,”  with  stories  of  collision  of  interests  and  

http://www.bolshevik.org/1917/no34/ibt_1917_34_04_wsm_on_libya.html

plans  of  the  great  powers  and  their  dominance  in  our  region,  and  does  
not  want  to  view  the  revolution  in  Syria  through  anything  other  than  
through  this  lens,  and  neglects  all  that  happens  inside  Syria  and  to  
Syria’s  revolutionaries  today,  as  well  as  ignoring  all  the  reasons  that  
led  its  people   to  a  peaceful  revolution,  and  later   to   taking  up  arms  
in  the  face  of  a  “nationalist”  tyranny  that  is  allied  with  this  kind  of  

if  it  leads  to  a  victory  being  handed  to  their  international  camp  and  
“geopolitics”  that  wants  a  global  victory  in  the  “game  of  nations.”  

republic,  their  freedom,  and  their  dignity,  but  the  game  of  nations  at  the  
global  level  of  analysis  and  the  side  that  they  want  to  win.”

Syria  is  not  separate;;  it  is  effected  by  and  integral  to  the  dysfunctionality  

Arab  democratic  revolution,  which  the  Stalinists  and  the  popular  front  
agreed  to  limit  when  they  made  their  separate  peace  with  imperialism.

THE  TURKISH  DIMENSION

Supposed  weapons  found  on  Mavi  Marmara

Turkey  has  wanted  to  be  the  indispensable  regional  player  for  NATO  
since  before  the  fall  of  Mubarak.    Indeed  with  the  Israeli  attack  on  the  
Mavi  Marmara,  Turkey  wanted  to  appear  to  chart  its  own  independent  
diplomatic   course.      Turkey   wants   to   appear   to   be   the   reasonable  
Muslim  country.    Turkey  wants  membership  in  the  European  Union.    
A  de  facto  ally  of  Israel,  they  look  at  the  Syrian  revolutionary  struggle  

scheme  of  things  they  want  to  be  what  England  was  in  WW2  or  what  

Syrian  war.    So  Turkey  pursues  a  Kurdish  policy  that  is  part  repression  
and  part  modus  vivendi.     They  have  worked   this  out  with   Iraq  and  
therefore  will  let  the  Iraqi-­Kurdish  pipeline  from  the  Mosul  area  go  to  
a  Turkish  port  on  the  Mediterranean.    This  disturbs  Baghdad,  which  is  
why  Baghdad  allows  Iran  to  use  Iraqi  airspace  to  bring  Iranian  arms  

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/20/world/europe/trade-and-syria-top-agenda-at-eu-china-talks.html?_r=0
http://therepublicgs.net/2013/04/27/interview-with-dr-sadiq/
http://www.bolshevik.org/1917/no34/ibt_1917_34_04_wsm_on_libya.html
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to  al-­Assad.    

We  will  not  be  thrown  by  sectarians  who  say  the  revolution  can  go  

forward  in  Turkey  but  not  in  Syria!  

Impressionistic   leftists   retail   the   falsehood   that   the  militias   are   all  
Islamists  and  that  the  Sunni  are  attacking  the  Kurds.    This  is  absurd  
and  simplistic.    There  are  Kurds  on  Assad’s  side  who  have  made  their  
break  from  the  PKK  on  account  of  its  peace  deal  with  Erdogan.    And  

the  Kurdish  forces  are  on  the  side  of  the  uprising.

FOR  A  SOCIALIST  KURDISTAN!  

are  an  oppressed  nationality  with  their  own  language,  culture  and  
territory  that  have  faced  oppression  at  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  
regimes  of  the  region.    Kurdistan  encompasses  contiguous  territory  
in  Turkey,   Syria,   Iran,   Iraq   and   the  CIS,  where  Kurds  make   up  

Kurdistan.      As   throughout   the   other   Middle   Eastern   countries,  
the  Kurds  in  Syria  have  faced  oppression  for  decades,  treated  as  
second  class  citizens  where  they  have  been  killed,  imprisoned  and  
persecuted.      500,000  Kurds  were  denied  citizenship  by  the  Syrian  
state.    They  could  not  travel  abroad,  own  property  or  enroll  in  school.  

As   the  Syrian  Revolution  began   in  2011,   the  Assad   regime  was  
forced  to  withdraw  troops  from  Kurdish  areas  in  order  to  divert  units  
elsewhere.    This  allowed  a  lot  of  political  autonomy  for  the  Kurds  
in  Syria.    The  Kurds  initially  held  back  from  participation  in  the  
uprising  against  Assad,  but  have  recently  become  more  involved  in  
the  opposition.    The  Kurds,  as  an  oppressed  national  minority,  were  
initially  wary  of  the  revolution,  as  it  was  dominated  by  Syria’s  Sunni  

under  a  Sunni  Arab  government  as  under  an  Alawite  Shia  regime.    
Some   are   pro-­Assad   because   they   are   alienated   by   the   PKK’s  
suspension  of   the  armed  struggle  against   the  Erdogan   regime   in  
Turkey.    But  many  more  support  the  Syrian  opposition,  particularly  

not   insisting  on  the  territorial   integrity  of  a  Syria  whose  borders  
were  drawn  by  a  committee  of  imperialists  as  a  colonial  mandate  of  

with   Islamists   like   Jabat   al-­Nusra   who   see   Syria   as   a   “Muslim  
nation,”  which  is  to  say  a  Sunni  nation  to  be  defended  as  such  within  

Nusra,  the  territorial  integrity  of  Syria  is  a  feature  of  their  proposed  

with  many  other  revolutionary  militias.    Internationally  Kurds  have  
been  prominent  in  demonstrations  outside  the  Syrian  Embassies.     
And  Kurdish  cities  such  as  Qamishli,  Seri  Kaniya  and  Amuda,  and  
others  had  demonstrations.D
  
The  murder  of  Kurdish  activist  Mashaal  Tammo  in  October  of  2011,  
most  likely  at  the  hands  of  the  forces  of  Assad,  provoked  outrage  
with  50,000  mourners  marching  through  the  streets  of  Qamishli.     

by  killing  my  father.”

The  Kurdish  question  is  a  strategic  question  for  the  working  masses  
of  the  Near  East.    The  open  and  forthright  defense  of  the  democratic  
right  of  self-­determination  for  the  Kurds  to  form  their  own  nation  
would  go  a  long  way  towards  advancing  the  revolution  against  Assad  
and  the  other  oppressive  bourgeois  and  monarchist  regimes  in  the  

of  the  Kurds  would  not  only  bolster  the  opposition  to  Assad,  but  be  
a  means  of  uniting  all  the  workers  and  peasants  of  the  region  against  
imperialism  and  their  own  bourgeois  regimes;;  linking  the  struggles  
from  Iran  to  Iraq  to  Turkey  and  beyond.

The   Syrian   revolutionary   struggle  when   led   by   a  mass   party   of  

contradiction  and  put  the  Palestinian  proletariat  in  the  driver’s  seat  

unity  of  the  MENA  working  class  becomes  an  eminently  practical  
possibility   and   with   it   the   possibility   of   a   victorious   Arab  
revolution  and  the  elimination  of  the  Israeli  colonial  settler  state.  
The   revolutionary   Kurdish   struggle   while   securing   its   southern  

worker’s  path  to  power  to  the  Greek  workers  and  through  Greece  
to  the  European  proletariat.    A  revolutionary  workers  party  in  Syria  
would   stand   for   unconditional   support   for   the   popular   uprising  
against   the  Assad   regime,  with   the   perspective   to   advance   it   to  
the   establishment   of   a   workers   and   peasants   government   based  
on   councils   and  militias.      Such   a   party  would   raise   the   call   for  
unconditional   support   for   the   national   liberation   struggle   of   the  
Kurdish  people  in  all  countries,  with  the  perspective  to  advance  it  
to  the  establishment  of  an  independent  socialist  Kurdistan.    No  one  
is  going  to  build  a  mass  revolutionary  party  by  abstention  from  

for  the  revolutionary  program  in  every  arena  so  as  to  become,  

as  Lenin  said,  the  tribune  of  all  the  people.D19D    

The  Hezbollah  appearance  by  the  side  of  Assad’s  forces  does  not  mean  
war  for  generations,  nor  does  it  preclude  all  models  of  rebel  victory,  
but  it  does  make  the  rise  of  a  workers’  revolutionary  leadership  more  

against   the   regime  and   the  bourgeois   social   order.     But  meanwhile  
the  combination  of  Hezbollah  support  for  Assad  and  Geneva  2  could  
impose  an  internationally  approved  formula  on  Syria  irrespective  of  
the  real  disposition  of  and  relation  of  forces  in  arms  on  the  ground.    The  
imperialists   could   pronounce   the   left   and   democratic   revolutionary  

make  them  look  like  recalcitrants  and  bandits   to  those  liberals  who  
have  some  sympathy  for  them  now.    Of  course  the  traitors  in  the  ranks  
of  the  labour  movement  internationally  who  have  already  decided  that  

imperialist  counter-­revolution.  

THE  TRAITORS  IN  THE  RANKS  

the  course  of  events  in  Syria  is  neither  a  revolution  [and]   HUnot  a  civil  
war UH

http://www.pslweb.org/liberationnews/news/communists-defend-syrian-sovereignty.html
http://www.pslweb.org/liberationnews/news/communists-defend-syrian-sovereignty.html
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involved  as  a  revolution.”D

20
D    

HU UHD

21
D   elevates   the   defense   of   the  

capitalist  nationalist  regime  above  the  “legitimate”  grievances  of  the  
masses:  

fueled  

by  a  wide  range  of  grievances,  some  legitimate,  some  reactionary.  
(our  emphasis)  But   the  armed  rebellion   inside   the  country   is   today  
inextricably  bound  to  imperialism  and  the  most  reactionary  regimes  in  
the  Arab  world.  Its  aim  is  to  destroy  a  secular,  nationalist  government  
that  U.S.  leaders  view  as  an  obstacle  to  their  goal  of  dominating  the  

What  keeps  this  from  being  a  “HUreal  civil  war UH,”  we  are  instructed  by  
the  similarly  neo-­Stalinist,  US-­based  Workers  World  Party,  “…is  the  
complete  takeover  of  the  opposition  movement  by  foreign  imperialist  
powers.”D

22
D  

Ernesto  Rodriguez,  among  delegates  from  the   HUCuban  Workers  Trade  
Union  CentralUHD

23
D

reported…,  

“For  me  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  Syrian  opposition  is  above  all  a  
media  bubble

of  what  happened   in  Libya…each  popular  demonstration  and  each  
billboard  we  saw  became  a  real  proof  of  the  support  given  to  Bashar-­
Al-­Assad,  who   is   also   fully   supported   by   the   Federation   of   Syrian  
Trade  Unions”.D24

The   Stalinists,   neo-­Stalinists,   Castroists,   Bolivarians,   Russians   and  
Chinese  side  with  al-­Assad  and  dismiss  the  rebellion  as  a  conspiracy  

rule   is   an   acceptable   local   variant   of   the  Arab   national   bourgeois-­
democratic  anti-­imperialist  stage  of  the  revolution  (!),  a  partner  in  the  
popular   front   government,  which   serves   as   a  way   station   for   those  

in  and  defend  the  capitalist  state  and  abandon  the  socialist  revolution.    
Thus  the  popular  front   that   is  formed  by  the  SCP,  al-­Assad,  Russia  

Imperialism  in  its  popular  front  with  the  capitalist  restorationists  of  

African  National  Congress  (ANC),  which  strangles  the  South  African  
revolution.    

These  advocates  for  this  “progressive  anti-­imperialist  popular  front”  
dismiss,  belittle  or   ignore   the  historic  crimes  of   their  partner   in   the  
popular  front,  the  Ba’ath  party,  which,  rather  than  being  an  enemy  of  
imperialism,  has  done  its  part  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Syrian  
bourgeoisie  over  those  of  the  Syrian,  Arab  and  multi-­ethnic  workers  
across  MENA.    They  act  to  contain  the  Syrian  working  class  and  the  
Palestinian  revolution.    The  Syrian  workers  are  constrained  through  
strict  state  control  of  the  trade  unions,  assisted  and  enforced  by  the  
SCP.     At   the   same   time   the   Palestinians   have   been   mere   political  

betrayals  by  the  Ba’ath  Party  and  SCP.    Witness  the  August,  2011  Syrian  
naval  bombardment  of  Palestinian  camps  in   HU UH,D25D  the  killing  of  

HU UHD

26
D  

refugee  camp  last  year,  and  these  horrors  follow  decades  of  deals  with  
US  imperialism,  such  as  in  August  of  1975  when   HUJordan  and  Syria UHD

27
D  

when   HU30,000  SyrianUH

to  crush  the  Palestinian  military  advances.D D      It   is  no  surprise   these  
fake  communists  quickly  develop  amnesia  about  the  historic  alliance  
with   US   imperialism,   when   al-­Assad   opened   his   HUtorture   chambersUH  

“enhanced  interrogation  techniques.”D

29

  
Their  method  results  in  the  abandonment  of  the  socialist  revolution  
in  the  semi-­colonies.    Any  uprising  against  a  “progressive-­bourgeois-­
democratic-­anti-­imperialist”   capitalist   government   in   the   semi-­
colonies   cannot,   ,   be   the   re-­invigoration   of   the  
democratic  revolution  (it  already  holds  state  power  they  say)  leading  

via  the  logic  of  the  permanent  revolution.    No,  for  this  section  of  the  

semi-­fascist   regimes,  when   sustained   and  militant,   can  only  be   the  
product  of  the  CIA  and  western  imperialism.    In  this  case,  presumably  

D

30
D

renegade  Trotskyists   run  from  the  uprising  of   the  oppressed.     They  
formally  recognize  the  reactionary  nature  of  the  regime  and  from  the  

workers  against  NATO  and  US  imperialist  attack,  but  seem  to  have  

unlocking  the  permanent  revolution  in  MENA.D31D      

They   HUobserveUH  the  spread  of  the  MENA  uprisings  and  the  repression  
that  followed:  

“The  civil  war  grew  out  of  a  series  of  demonstrations  in  the  provincial  

“Arab  Spring”  protests  were  sweeping  North  Africa  and   the  Near  

regime   murderously   unleashed   troops   and   tanks   on   civilians.  
Increasing   numbers   of   soldiers   defected,   forming   the   core   of   an  
array  of  anti-­government  militias.  Key  commanders  of  this  so-­called  
Free  Syrian  Army  (FSA)  were  for  years  part  of  the  Assad  regime’s  
repressive  machinery.”

“Revolutionary  Marxists  support  neither  side  in  this  civil  war,  in  which  
a  victory  of  one  combatant  or  the  other  would  do  nothing  to  further  
the  cause  of  the  working  class  and  the  oppressed.  However,  workers  
internationally  do  have  a  side  in  opposing  military  intervention  by  the  
imperialists.  In  the  event  of  imperialist  attack,  we  would  stand  for  the  
defense  of  Syria  while  maintaining  proletarian  political  opposition  to  
Assad’s  bloodsoaked  rule.”

the  al-­Assad  and  imperialist  propaganda  that  the  rebellion  is  owned  
lock,  stock  and  barrel  by  the  émigré  bourgeoisie  allied  to  imperialism,  

http://www.independentpoliticalreport.com/2013/05/party-for-socialism-and-liberation-why-we-oppose-us-and-israeli-intervention-in-syria/
http://www.workers.org/2013/02/17/is-there-a-civil-war-in-syria/
http://www.wftucentral.org/?p=4729&language=en
http://www.wftucentral.org/?p=4729&language=en
http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Palestinian-factions-reconsider-relations-with-Assad
http://www.yalibnan.com/2012/12/18/over-700-palestinians-killed-by-syrian-army-air-force/
http://middleeast.about.com/od/lebanon/a/me081026e.htm
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/globalizing-torture-20120205.pdf
http://www.icl-fi.org/english/wv/1009/syria.html
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the  military  deserters  and  the  Islamist  militias,  predominantly  Sunni  

attack  while  “maintaining  proletarian  political  opposition  to  Assad’s  

to  Assad’s  rule  entails  for  the  residents  of  Qusayr,  Allepo,  Homs  or  

intervention  by   the   imperialists,  yet   they  do  not  call   for  workers   to  
stop  the  “bloodsoaked”  assault  of  the  Ba’athists  and  Hezbollah  on  the  

freely  admit  al-­Assad  provoked  into  picking  up  the  gun  in  self  defense.  

HU UHD

32
D  writes  on  his  blog:

“The  situation  in  Syria  ….  …  is  a  civil  war  in  that  both  sides  involved  

Iranians  and  Hezbollah  militants  with  the  Assad  regime,  and  foreign  
Sunni  jihadists  with  the  opposition).     It   is  a  proxy  war  in  that  each  
side  in  the  civil  war  has  foreign  state  backers  (Iran  and  Russia  for  

it  is  a  revolution  in  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  population  wishes  
to  overthrow  the  regime  and  replace  it  with  another.  But  it  also  is  a  
social  revolution,  in  that  we  have  seen  an  unprecedented  eruption  of  
the  “Syrian  street,”  whereby  the  elite  no  longer  holds  a  monopoly  on  
art  and  culture.”

HUGhayath  bornUHD

33
D   

“This  revolution  is  a  genuine  popular  revolution,  the  driving  forces  
are   the  social  workers  and  the  wider  social  strata  urban  and  rural  
impoverished.  These  have  been  created,  despite  the  incredible  violence  
of  the  regime,  a  popular  armed  resistance  in  the  absence  of  dramatic  
political   revolutionary   leadership.   They   feature   self-­organizing  
bodies,  coordination,  and  embryos  of  self-­government,  local  councils  
and  civil  advice  organs.  These  forms  of  control  and  administration  by  
the  bottom  are  more  developed  in  the  Syrian  revolution  in  any  process  
other  countries  in  the  region.”     

a  side!    The  war  was  initiated  by  a  counter-­revolutionary  semi-­fascist  
regime  which  would  not  tolerate  a  spread  of  the  Arab  Spring,  knowing  
a  popular  revolution  would  threaten  the  Syrian  capitalist  class  tightly  

revolution  and  the  layers  of  privilege  and  access  have  created  an  “out”  
bourgeoisie  which  is  driven  to  the  side  of  the  rebellion  and  embraces  
the  émigré  bourgeoisie  and  western  imperialism,  in  contradistinction  
to  their  Syrian  class  brothers  who  embrace  the  rising  imperialist  bloc  of  
the  Shanghi  Cooperation  Organization  (SCO-­Russia  &  China).  

In  a  struggle  between  the  people  and  an  authoritarian  semi-­fascist,  crony  

the  regime  and  charts  a  course  for  workers’  self-­organization  every  
time!    And  in  a  war  between  a  semi-­colony  and  an  imperialist  nation  
or  bloc  of  nations  historical  materialism  demands  the  workers  defend  
the   semi-­colony   against   imperialism,   as   the   defeat   of   imperialism  

Western  imperialism  is  trying  to  crush  the  popular  component  of  the  

revolution  and  put  it  under  the  control  of  a  new  bourgeois  fraction.    
Chinese/Russian   imperialism   seeks   to   keep   Syria   in   their   orbit   to  
stymie   the   further   advance   of   the  Arab  National   revolution,   for   its  
strategic  location  on  the  Mediterranean,  for  the  sake  of  the  status-­quo  
keeping  the  Arab  regimes  in  check  with  Israel,  and  in  the  last  analysis  
for  its  oil  and  trade.    The  battle  of  the  two  imperialisms  over  the  turf  

of  proletarian  independence  into  the  revolution.    All  the  oppressed  rise  
up  in  the  popular  revolution.    When  the  Ba’athist  regime  is  driven  out  
the  limits  of  each  class’  program  will  be  tested  before  the  eyes  of  the  
masses.  

HUSadiq   Jalal  Al-­Azm,UHD35D   chart   the   course   toward  
the  popular  front  with  a  new  fraction  of  a  pro-­imperialist  bourgeoisie  
writing  off  the  prospect  of  workers  power…,  

  “…  when  the  reconstruction  and  rebuilding  process  gets  underway…
the  Syrian  capitalist  and  the  Syrian  bourgeois  in  general  will  proceed  
to  take  over  this  process  and  invest  in  it  and  dominate  it.    And  Syria  will  
most  probably  witness  the  rise  of  personalities  and  magnates  and  new  
leaderships  from  these  bourgeois  circles  pursuant  of  the  continuation  
and  expansion  of  the  process.     Thus,  I  believe  that  the  Islam  which  
will   surface   is   a   “business”   Islam,   and   the   Islam   of   businessmen,  
entrepreneurs  and  traders  that  is  different  from  the  political  Islam  we  
fear  for  its  intransigent  strictness  in  the  midst  of  this  ongoing  battle.  
In  this  kind  of  expected  climate,  the  hardline  Islamic  currents  will  be  
absorbed  by  and  diluted  in  the  sea  of  popular  and  traditional  Islam  as  
well  as  by  the  typical  Syrian  business-­Islam.  That  is  to  say  that  Syria  
is  not  suitable  for  the  dominance  of  a  kind  of  Islam  that  bans  education  
and  burns  schools  and  closes  universities  and  paralyzes  institutions  
and  denies  a  woman  her  right  to  education  and  productive  work.  If  
we  can  manage   to   lead   the  revolution   to   the  voting  poll   in  relative  
security,  I  don’t  think  that  any  of  the  Political  Islamic  currents  in  Syria  

or  Tunisia.

PACIFISTS  POSING  AS  TROTSKYISTS  

Steven  Argue  is  a  member  of  the  self-­styled   HURevolutionary  TendencyUH  

principle   is   not   revolution   but   non-­violence.     Argue   goes   one   step  

reporting,  and  quotes  many  questionable  sources  to  shriek  what  he  calls  
a  Sunni-­led,  imperialist-­backed  “genocide”  and  counter-­revolution.
D

36
D  He  echoes  Mark   HUOsborn UH

D

37
D  whose  tendency  retreats  from  the  revolution,  recoiling  from  a  

which  acknowledges  al-­Assad  authoritarianism  and  brutality,  Argue  

defense  of  the  semi-­colonial  peoples  against  imperialism  with  defense  
of  the  Assad  and  similar  regimes.

conclusion  that  “…  ‘victory’  for  the  Syrian  opposition’  as  a  general  
slogan  now  has  a  real  meaning  that  would  take  the  struggle  for  freedom  
back,  not  forwards.”

The   HU

th  InternationalUH  made  an  interesting  remark  about  
the  Osborn  article.    Regarding  the  accusations  of  “genocide”  against  
the  rebels:D D  

http://darthnader.net/2013/04/13/what-is-a-proxy-war/
http://syriafreedomforever.wordpress.com/2013/06/09/lauto-organisation-dans-la-revolution-populaire-syrienne/
http://therepublicgs.net/2013/04/27/interview-with-dr-sadiq/
http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2013/05/30/18737666.php
http://www.workersliberty.org/story/2013/04/16/grim-realities-syria
http://fifthinternational.org/content/syria-revolution-%E2%80%9Ccommunal-war%E2%80%9D-and-negotiated-settlement
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“Osborn  cites  seven  examples  to  “prove”  his  point  that  the  existing  
manifestations  of  social  reaction  and  breakdown  are  severe  enough  

rape  of  non-­Muslim  women  –  is  pure  hyperbole.  One  could  easily,  if  

making  any  reference  to  their  actual  degree  of  support.
Another  report  should  actually  be  an  encouraging  sign:  that  civilian  
residents  in  Mayadeen  in  Syria’s  Deir  ez-­Zor  province  (one  of  Syria’s  
more   conservative   regions)   have   protested   against   the   presence   of  

of  rule.

to  leave  Homs  as  a  result  of  Islamist  harassment.  The  main  source  for  
this  story  has  been  Mother  Agnes-­Mariam  de  la  Croix,  someone  who  
other  Syrian  Christians  have  denounced  as  a  tool  of  the  regime  doing  
its  dirty  work  in  spreading  rumours  designed  to  incite  mutual  sectarian  
suspicion.
And  here  it  is  worth  noting  a  number  of  facts.  First  of  all,  that  Homs’s  
Christians,  by  and   large,   supported   the  revolution   (in   fact  many  of  
the  early  peaceful  protests  took  place  in  Homs’s  Christian  districts).  
Secondly,   that   Homs   has   practically   been   levelled   by   the   regime’s  
bombardment  and  depopulated  as  a  result  of  it.  Thirdly,  if  it  were  true  

of   Syrian   Christians,   then   where   have   they   gone?   All   the   refugee  
camps  that  we  are  aware  of  are  either  outside  of  the  country  or  in  the  
“liberated  zones”,  and  can  therefore  be  assumed  to  hold  refugees  from  
the  regime’s  violence.
If  there  were  any  large  number  of  refugees  from  the  rebels  hailing  from  
a  minority  now  living  in  government-­held  territory,   then  one  would  
expect  the  Assad  regime  to  broadcast  this  fact  to  the  world,  as  “proof”  
of  its  claims  to  be  the  protector  of  Syria’s  minorities.  It  seems  far  more  

city  as  a  result  of  the  regime’s  own  savagery.”

Today   over   100,000   Syrian   are   dead,   a  million   displaced   and   tens  
of  thousands  are  wounded  or  maimed  and  the  country’s  economy  is  
in  shambles.    Currently  it  is  the  regime  which  has  tanks,  surface-­to-­

supply  of  armaments  for  both  itself  and  Hezbollah  from  the  imperialist  
bloc  of  Russia  and  China  and  their  client  state  Iran.    It  is  the  regime  

called  “media  bubble.”    The  rebels  do  not  have  200  lb  Russian  aerial  

D

39
D   the   rebellion   is   HUmanufacturing   its   own UH,   while  

Saudi-­Arabia  and  Qatar  funnel  arms  to   their  chosen  militia  and  the  

may  be  anti-­Zionist,  anti-­imperialist,  and  anti-­capitalist!    Indeed  the  
UK/French  and  US  imperialists  balk  at  arming  the  rebels  for  the  

same  reason  Syrian  capital  fears  the  rebels.    Contrary  to  the  public  
perception  perhaps  carefully   fostered,  US   imperialism  has  supplied  
no  guns  and  as  yet  has  no  plans  to  supply  any.    According  to  Hannah  
Allam  in  the  McClatchy   UBergen  RecordU,   the  “military  aid”  pledged  
on  June  14th  by  Obama   turns  out   to  be  more  “non-­lethal”  supplies,  

communication  equipment  and  trucks  which  may  be  further  delayed  as  
these  purchases  require  congressional  approval  and  the  trucks  have  not  
been  purchased  yet.D40D  As  Picot  said  to  Sykes,  or  if  you  prefer  the  movie  

Give  them  
artillery  and  you’ve  made  them  independent.

HU UH

eminent  Syria  watcher  and  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma:  
D

41

“…  Landis  notes:  “They  look  out  at  the  countryside  and  think:  What  
if   these  people  win?  Are  they  going  to  respect  capitalism?  Are  they  
going  to  preserve  our  wealth?  Or  are  they  going  to  come  by  and  say,  
‘Oh,  you’ve  been  a  collaborator  for  40  years,  and  we’re  going  to  take  
everything  you  own’?  They  don’t  know.  ”  (CW  emphasis  ours)

Opportunists  and  sectarians  in  the  imperialist  centers  all  suck  up  to  the  
labor  aristocracy  whose  position  is  social-­imperialist.    That  is,  workers  
in  the  imperialist  countries  are  the  “most  advanced,”  having  had  their  

catch  up  with  a  national  democratic  revolution  to  qualify  as  “civilized.”    
If  they  stuff  it  up  with  Jihadists  and  other  “barbarians,”  then  they  are  
going  backward  and  don’t  deserve  our  support!    Anyone  who  beheads  
an   enemy   or   eats   their   hearts   is   living   in   the   Stone  Age,   possibly  
Iron  Age.    We  on  the  other  hand  have  satellites  and  drones!    The  hue  
and  cry  of  our  erstwhile  “revolutionary”  sectarians  and  opportunists    

Let’s  swap  our  

homemade  bombs  for  your  planes  and  see  who  is  civilized!

FOR  PERMANENT  REVOLUTION  IN  MENA!

crisis  of  capitalism  and  the  environment  (in  the  form  of  debilitating  
drought)  which   the  Syrian   semi-­fascist   capitalist  dictatorship  could  
no   longer  mitigate  with   state   largess.     Al-­Assad’s   embrace  of   neo-­
liberalism   poured   accelerant   on   a   powder   keg.      Undoubtedly   the  
destruction  caused  by  the  war  will  give  local  capital  vast  opportunity  
to   rebuild,  yet  a  capitalist  peace   simultaneous  with   the  multiplying  

the  workers  and  oppression  of  the  Syrian  masses.

Arab  national  democratic  revolution  intersecting  with  the  inability  of  
the  semi-­colonial  comprador  bourgeois  regimes  to  placate  the  masses  
under  the  conditions  of  the  general  crisis  of  international  capitalism  
and  the  austerity  it  demands.

character  of  these  uprisings  lies  not  only  in  their  origins  (which  are  
multi-­class)  and  the  strikes  and  general  strikes  that  followed,  but  in  the  
fact  that  the  popular  front  government  cannot  protect  the  masses  from  

None  of  the  bourgeois  factions  and  no  bourgeois  faction  that  happens  

tasks   of   the   national   democratic   revolution.     Nor   is   the   instigating  

http://nyti.ms/11AoBtx
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/27/magazine/the-syria-paradox.html?_r=0
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the  masses  which  has  forced  the  masses  to  form  up  democratic  organs  

the  Arab  working  class  to  liberate  MENA  by  defeating  imperialism  

component  of  the  local  mobilizations  which  formed  up  the  thousand  
plus   micro-­militias   which   both   self-­direct   to   defend   their   locals  

And  more  than  any  group  of  émigrés  or  defectors  from  the  al-­Assad  
military,  these  local  street/neighborhood  militias  have  paid  the  highest  
cost,  alongside  the  civilians  they  defend  from  the  brutal  assaults  of  the  
government  troops.    

HUSadiq   Jalal   Al-­Azm,UH   comments   on   the   base   structure   of   the  
revolution:D

42
D  

“The   striking   irony   in   this   situation   is   that   the   workers,   peasants,  
craftsmen,   students   and   small-­earners   of   Syria   (and   they   are   part  
and  parcel  of  the  Free  Syrian  Army)  are  the  ones  who  form  the  base  
structure  for  a  revolution  against  a  party  which,  once  upon  a  time,  
used   to   present   itself   as   the   party   of   the  workers   and   peasants,   as  
a  “national”   leadership   that  used   to  claim  that   it   is   truly  part  and  
parcel  of  the  workers  and  peasants,  and  that  it  has  come  to  save  them  
from   the   feudal,  bourgeois  and  colonial  oppression.  This  cluster  of  

class-­consciousness,  but  also  by  virtue  of  its  religious  belongings  and  

to  avenge  its  squandered  dignity  and  stolen  liberties,  as  well  as  the  
harsh  reality  of  extreme  subjugation   that   it   lived  and   is  still   living,  
in   addition   to   its   constant   marginalization   and   accumulated   and  
continuous  disappointments”

The  revolution  and  democratic  mobilization  of  the  masses  does  not  

the  workers  take  no  side,  wait  till  we  build  the  party!    While  the  neo-­
Stalinists  say  the  work  of  the  party  is  to  crush  the  popular  rebellion  

this  lie  by  saying  the  workers  have  no  stake  in  the  rebellion;;  not  until  
it  is  under  the  leadership  of  the  working  class  vanguard  party!    These  

the   politics   of  Al-­Nusra,  Al-­Qaida,   and   SNC   for   leadership   of   the  
masses,   acting   as   the   tribune  of   the  people,   instigating  mutiny   and  
desertion   in   the   Syrian   military,   advocating   independent   workers  
organizations  forming  up  and  breaking  from  the  Ba’athist/Communist  

mobilizing  the  masses  to  unite  with  the  workers  of  MENA  to  re-­ignite  
the  Arab  revolution  and  defeat  the  two  imperialist  blocs  and  Zionism.  

The  Assad  supporters  which  now  include  much  of  the  left  who  have  
signed  on  to  the  argument  that  the  uprising  is  CIA-­instigated  and  run  
on  behalf  of  NATO,  point  to  arms  coming  to  select  (Sunni)  militia  from  

tanks  and  planes  are  not  arriving  where  needed  via   these  channels.    
The  pro-­Assad  left  claims  the  uprising  is  sectarian  and  that  the  only  

secular  force  in  Syria  is  the  government’s  forces.    Their  positions,  and  
this  includes  the  position  of  HWRS,  takes  as  good  coin  the  contention  

ranks   proportional   representation   from   all   the   peoples,   sects   and  
religions.    

In  Conclusion

HU UHD

43

“We  call   on   the   international  working   class   to  mobilize   in   defense  
of  our  class  brothers  and  sisters  in  Syria  and  the  Middle  East  against  
imperialism  and  their  own  ruling  classes  (and  for  those  in  the  imperialist  

Tunisia,  and  Palestine,  our  united  front  must  advocate  for  and  build  up  
self-­defense  pickets  of  the  internationalist  working  class  who  initiate  
actions   of   solidarity,   such   as   rallies,   mass   mobilizations,   political  
strikes,  and  labor  interventions  in  the  distribution  of  military  supplies.  

In  concrete  terms  an  internationalist  labor  defense  of  the  Syrian  masses  
needs  to  materially  confront  imperialism  in  Syria.  In  Russia  and  China  
this   means   workers   must   unite   to   oppose   their   own   government’s  
support  for  Assad  including  taking  labor  actions  to  stop  arms  shipments  
to  the  regime.  The  key  tasks  of  a  united  front  in  the  US  and  EU  is  for  
workers  to  organize  and  provide  military  aid  to  the  revolution.  Without  
man  portable  surface  to  air  missiles  and  other  SAMs  the  masses  are  at  
the  mercy  of  Assad’s  air  force.

the  working  class  is  under  all-­out  assault  by  capital.  Build  independent  
working  class  opposition  to  the  brutal  dictatorship  in  Syria  and  to  the  

as  the  defense  of  our  class  as  a  whole.

nationally  and  internationally  and  take  action  to  provide  assistance  to  

Down  with  Geneva   2,   imperialist   scheme   to   rob   the  

masses  of  every  revolutionary  gain!

For  organizations  of  workers  councils  and  their  class  

political  independence  from  Syrian  bourgeois  political  

forces  in  the  opposition,  be  they  in  country  or  exile.

Only  working  class  political  independence  will  permit  

defense  of  the  revolution  against  all  its  enemies  of  today  

and  tomorrow.  

For  Permanent  Revolution!

For  a  Revolutionary  Socialist  Federation  of  the  Middle  

East!
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What  we  Fight  For  

from  the  bonds  of  feudal  or  tribal  society,  and  developed  the  economy,  
society   and   culture   to   a   new   higher   level.   But   it   could   only   do   this  

To  survive,  capitalism  became  increasingly  destructive  of  “nature”  and  
humanity.  In  the  early  20th  century  it  entered  the  epoch  of  imperialism  
in  which   successive   crises   unleashed  wars,   revolutions   and   counter-­

By   the   20th   century,   capitalism   had   created   the   pre-­conditions   for  
socialism  –a  world-­wide  working  class  and  modern   industry  capable  
of   meeting   all   our   basic   needs.   The   potential   to   eliminate   poverty,  

proved   this   to   be   true,   bringing   peace,   bread   and   land   to   millions.  
But  it  became  the  victim  of  the  combined  assault  of   imperialism  and  
Stalinism.  After   1924   the  USSR   ,   along  with   its   deformed   offspring  
in  Europe,  degenerated  back   towards  capitalism.   In   the  absence  of   a  
workers  political  revolution,  capitalism  was  restored  between  1990  and  

Korea   survives   as   a   degenerated  workers   states.  We   unconditionally  

overthrow  the  bureaucracy  as  part  of  a  world  socialist  revolution.  

between   the   working   class   and   socialism   are   political,   social   and  
cultural  barriers.  They  are   the  capitalist   state  and  bourgeois   ideology  

and   “equality”.   It   reveals   how   and   why   the   reformist,   Stalinist   and  
centrist  misleaders  of  the  working  class  tie  workers  to  bourgeois  ideas  

party,  produces  a  revolutionary  class-­consciousness.  

We  say  that  without  a  democratic  and  a  centrally  organised  party  there  
can  be  no  revolution.  We  base  our  beliefs  on  the  revolutionary  tradition  
of  Bolshevism  and  Trotskyism.  Such  a  party,  armed  with  a  transitional  

past  and  present  gains  won  from  capitalism  to  the  victorious  socialist  

decent  wages  and  conditions,  will  link  up  the  struggles  of  workers  of  

about  movements  for  workers  control,  political  strikes  and  the  arming  
of   the   working   class,   as   necessary   steps   to   workers’   power   and   the  
smashing  of  the  bourgeois  state.  Along  the  way,  workers  will  learn  that  
each  new  step  is  one  of  many  in  a  long  march  to  revolutionize  every  
barrier  put  in  the  path  to  their  victorious  revolution.  

Communism   stands   for   the   creation   of   a   classless,   stateless   society  
beyond  socialism  that  is  capable  of  meeting  all  human  needs.  Against  
the   ruling   class   lies   that   capitalism   can   be   made   “fair”   for   all,   that  
nature  can  be  “conserved”,  that  socialism  and  communism  are  “dead”,  

October  Revolution,  the  Third  Communist  International  until  1924,  and  

Communist   International,   as   a   world   party   of   socialism   capable   of  
leading  workers  to  a  victorious  struggle  for  socialism.  
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